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THE'KING 


I Beg Leave to lay before your Majefty the Ruins of Spalatro, 
once the favorite Refidence of a great Emperor, who, by his 
Munificence and Example, revived the Study of Architecture, and 
excited the Matters of that Art to emulate in their Works the 
Elegance and Purity of a better Age. 

All the Arts flourifh under Princes who are endowed with 
Genius, as well as poflefled of Power. Archite&ure in a particular 
Manner depends upon the Patronage of the Great, as they alone are 
able to execute what the Artift plans. Your Majefty's early 
Application to the Study of this Art, the extenfive Knowledge you 
have acquired of its Principles, encourages every Lover of his 
Profeflion to hope that he (hall find in George the Third, not 
only a powerful Patron, but a fltilful Judge. 
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At this happy Period, when Great Britain enjoys in Peace the 
Reputation and Power (he has acquired by Arms, Your M^efty's 
Angular Attention to the Arts of Elegance, promifes an Age at 
Perfeaion that will compleat the Glories of your Reign, and fix 
ani&ano left remarkable than that of Pericles, Augustus, or 
the Medic is. 
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I am, 
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May it pleafe Your Majesty, 
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Your Majesty's 
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Moft Dutiful Servant, and Faithful Subjeft, 


» 


ROBERT ADAM. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

TH E buildings of the Ancients are in Architeaure, what the works of 
Nature are with refpeft to the other Arts ; they ferve as models which 
we fliould imitate, and as ftandards by which we ought to judge: for this 
reafon, they who aim at eminence, either in the knowlege or in praftice of 
Architeaure, find it neceffary to view with their own eyes the works of the 
Ancients which remain, that they may cateh from themthofe ideas of grandeur 
and beauty, which nothing, perhaps, but fuch an obfervation can fuggeft. 

Scarce any monuments now remain of Grecian or of Roman magnificence 
but public buildings. Temples, amphitheatres, and baths, are the only works 
which had grandeur and folidity enough to refift the injuries of time, and to 
defy the violence of barbarians : the private but fplendid edifices in which the 
citizens of Athens and of Rome refided, have all perifhed ; few veftiges remain 
of thofe innumerable villas with which Italy was crowded, though in ereaing 
and adorning them the Romans lavifhed the wealth and fpoils of the world. 
Some accidental allufions in the ancient poets, fome occafional defcriptions in 
their hiftorians, convey fuch ideas of the magnificence, both of their houfes in 
town and* of their villas, as aftonifh an artift of the prefent age. The more 
accurate accounts of thcfe buildings, which we find in Vitruvius and Pliny, 
confirm this idea, and convince us, that the raoft admired efforts of modern 
Architeaure, are far inferior to thefe fuperb works, either in grandeur or in 
elegance. There is not any misfortune which an Architea is more apt to regret 
than the deftruaion of thefe buildings, nor could any thing more fenfibly 
gratify his curiofity, or improve his tafte, than to have an opportunity of 
viewing the private edifices of the Ancients, and of colleaing, from his own 
obfervation, fuch ideas concerning the difpofition, the form, the ornaments, 
and ufes of the feveral apartments, as no defcription can fupply. 

This thought often occured to me during my refidence in Italy ; nor could 
I help confidering my knowlege of Architeaure as imperfea, unlefs I fhould 
be able to add the obfervation of a private edifice of the Ancients to my ftudy 
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fc INTRODUCTION. 

of their public works. This led me to form the fcheme of vifiting the Ruins of 

the Emperor Dioclesian's Palace at Spalatro, in Dalmatia; that favorite 

building, in which, after refigning the empire, he chofe to refide. I knew, 

from the accounts of former travellers, that the remains of this palace, though 

tolerably entire, had never been obferved with any accuracy, or drawn with any 

tafte ; I was no ftranger to the paflion of that prince for Archite&ure, which 

prompted him to ere& many grand and expenfive ftru&ures at Rome, 

Nicomedia, Milan, Palmyra, and other places in his dominions $ I had viewed 

his public baths at Rome, one of the nobleft, as well as moft entire, of all the 

ancient buildings, with no lefs admiration than care ; I was convinced, 

notwithftanding the vifible decline of Archite&ure, as well as of the other arts, 

before the reign of Dioclesian*, that his munificence had revived a tafte in 

Architecture fuperior to that of his own times, and had formed artifts capable 

of imitating, with no inconfiderable fuccefs, the ftile and manner of a purer 

age. The names and hiftory of thofe great mafters are now unknown, but 

their works which remain, merit the higheft applaufe ; and the extent and 

fertility of their genius, feem to have equalled the magnificence of the monarch 

by whom they were employed. 


r 


Induced by all thefe circumftances, I undertook my voyage to Dalmatia with 

i 

the moft fanguine hopes, and flattered myfelf that it would be attended not only 
with inftru&ion to myfelf, but might produce entertainment to the public. 

Having prevailed on Mr. Clerifleau, a French artift, from whofe tafte and 
knowlege of antiquities I was certain of receiving great afliftance in the 
execution of my fcheme, to accompany me in this expedition, and having 
engaged two draughtfmen, of whofe fkill and accuracy I had long experience, 
we fet fail from Venice on the nth of July, 1757, and on the 22d of that 
month arrived at Spalatro. 

t V 

This city, though of no great extent, is fo happily fituated, that it appears, 
when viewed from the fea, not only pi&orefque but magnificent. As we 
entered a grand bay, and failed flowly towards the harbour, the Marine Wall, 
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* Dioclesian began his reign An. Dom. 284; He refigned the empire in the year 304, and died in the year 
313 i having fpent the laft nine years of his life at Spalatro. 
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and long Arcades of the Palace, one of the ancient Temples, and other parts 
of that building which was the objeft of our voyage, prefented themfelves to 
our view, and flattered me, from this firft profpe£fc, that my labor in vifiting 
it would be amply rewarded. 




To thefe foothing expeftations of the pleafure of my talk, the certain 
knowlege of its difficulty foon ' fucceeded. The inhabitants of Spalatro have 
deftroyed fome parts of the palace, in order to procure materials for building ; 
and to this their town owes its name, which is evidently a corruption of 
Palatium. In other places houfes are built upon the old foundations, and 
modern works are fo intermingled with the ancient, as to be fcarcely 
diftinguilhable : affiduity, however, and repeated obfervation, enabled me to 
furmount thefe difficulties. Attention to fuch parts of the palace as were 
entire, conducted me with certainty to the knowlege of thofe which were more 
ruinous 5 and I was proceeding in my work with all the fucpefs I could have 
expe&ed, when I was interrupted by an unforefeen accident. 


The Venetian governor of Spalatro, unaccuftomed to fuch vifits of curiofity 
from ftrangers, began to conceive unfavorable fentiments of my intentions, 
and to fufpe& that under pretence of taking views and plans of the Palace, I 
was really employed in furveying the ftate of the fortifications. An order from 
the Senate to allow me to carry on my operations, the promife of which I had 
procured at Venice, had not yet arrived 5 and the governor fent an officer 
commanding me to defift. By good fortune General Graeme, commander in 
, chief of the Venetian forces, happened at that time to be at Spalatro on the 
fervice of the State. He interpofed in my behalf, with the humanity and zeal 
natural to a polite man, and to a lover of the Arts, and being warmly 
feconded by Count Antonio Marcovich, a native of that country, and an 
officer of rank in the Venetian fervice, who has applied himfelf with great 
fuccefs to the ftudy of Antiquities, they prevailed on the governor to 
withdraw his prohibition, though, by way of precaution, he appointed an 
officer conftantly to attend me. The fear of a fecond interruption added to 
my induftry, and, by unwearied application during five weeks, we compleated, 
with an accuracy that afforded me great fatisfa£tion, thofe parts of our work 
which it was neceffary to execute on the fpot. 

C Encouraged 
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Encouraged by the favorable reception which has been given of late to works 
of this kind, particularly to the Ruins of Palmyra and Balbec, I now prefent 
the fruits of my labor to the public. I am far from comparing my undertaking 
with that of Meffieurs Dawkins, Bouverie, and Wood, one of the raoft 
fplendid and liberal that was ever attempted by private perfons. I was not, 
like thefe gentlemen, obliged to traverfe defarts, or to expofe myfelf to the 
infults of barbarians j nor can the remains of a fmgle Palace vie with thofe 
furprizing and almoft unknown monuments of fequeftered grandeur which they 
have brought to light j but at a time when the admiration of the Grecian and 
Roman Architeaure has rifen to fuch a height in Britain, as to banifli in a great 
meafure all fantaftic and frivolous taftes, and to make it neceflary for every 
Architea to ftudy and to imitate the ancient manner, I natter myfelf that this 
work, executed at confiderable expence, the effea of great labor and 
perfeverance, and which contains the only full and accurate Defigns that have 
hitherto been published of any private Edifice of the Ancients, will be received 
with indulgence, and may, perhaps, be efteemed an acquifition of fome 
importance. 





A 




D E S CRIP T I O N 


OF THE 


G E N E R A L PLAN 


*+"' " f 




O JF 


IOCLESIANs PALACE 


AS RESTORED, 


EXPLAINING 


The Manner of dhpofing the. Apartments in the Houfes of the Ancients. 

THE Palace of Dioclesian at Spalatro poflefled all thofe advantages 
of fituation, to which the Ancients were moft attentive, and which 
they reckoned effential to every agreeable villa. The foil of that part 
of Illyricum was dry and fertile, though now confiderable trades of land lie 
uncultivated. The air is pure and wholefome ; and though extremely hot 
during the fummer months, this country feldom feels thofe fultry and noxious 
winds to which the coaft of Iftria, and fome parts of Italy, are expofed. By 
the care of the Architea in obferving an excellent precept of Vitruvius (i), 
every inconvenience arifing from the winds is avoided as far as poffible j the 
principal ftreets or apertures of the villa being fo difpofed, as not to lie open 
to the impreflion of any of the winds which blow moft frequently in this climate. 
The views from the palace are no lefs beautiful, than the foil and climate were 
inviting. Towards the Weft lies the fertile Ihore that ftretches along the 
Adriatic, in which a number of finall iflands are fcattered in fuch a manner, as 


(i) Vitruvius, L. it. C. 4 and 6. L. 6. C. u 
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to give this part of the fea the appearance of a great lake. On the North 
Weft lies the bay which led towards the ancient city of Salona, and the country 
beyond it appearing in fight, foems a proper contrail: to that more extenfive 
profpedt of water which the Adriatic prefents both to the South and to the Eaft. 
Towards the North the view is terminated by high and irregular mountains, 
fituated at a proper diftance, and in many places covered with villages* 
woods, and vineyards. 

From this defcription, as well as from the views which I have publiflied, 
(Plates 3d and 4th) it is evident that no province in this wide-extended empire, 
could have afforded Dioclesian a more elegant place of retirement ; and the 
beauty of the fituation, no lefs than the circumftance of its being his native 
country, feems to have determined him to fix his refidence there. 

The only thing wanting at Spalatro was good water ; but this defect was 
fupplied by an aqueduft from Salona, (Plate 61) feveral arches of which 
remain at prefent, and the conduit that formerly conveyed the water is ftill 
vifible. 

The palace itfelf was a work fo great, that the Emperor Conftantinus 
Porphyrogenitus, whohadfeen the moft fplendid buildings of the Ancients (1), 
affirms that no plan or defcription can convey a perfect idea of its magnificence. 
The vaft extent of Ground which it occupied is furprifing at firft fightj the 
dimenfions of one fide of the quadrangle, including the towers, being no lefs 
than 698 feet, and of the other 59a feet, making the fuperficial content 
4132116 feet, being nearly nine and an half Englifh acres. But when we 
confider that it contained proper apartments not only for the Emperor himfelf, 
and for the numerous retinue of officers who attended his court, but likewife 
edifices and open fpaces for exercifes of different kinds j that it was capable of 
lodging a pretorian cohort, and that two temples were ere&ed within its 
precin&s, we will not conclude the area to have been too large for fuch a 
variety of buildings. 


(i) Conft. Porphyrogenitus de Adminiftrando Imperio ad Romanum Filium." 
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The prefent ftate of this great ftru&ure may be more perfe&ly conceived, 
by confidering the Plan of it, (Plate 5) than by any defcription whatever. The 
curiofity of the reader, however, will not be fatisfied with viewing this building in 
its prefent ruinous condition, but muft naturally defire to form fome idea of what 
was its plan and difpofition in its more perfect ftate. By good fortune its 
remains are, in many places, fo intire, as to be able to fix, with the utmbft 
certainty, the form and dimenfions of the principal apartments. The knowlege 
of thefe, leads to the difcovery of the correfponding parts ; and the defections 
given us by Pliny (1) and Vitruvius (a) of the Roman villas, enable us to 
aflign to each apartment its proper name, and to difcover its ufe. The 
manners and domeftic life of the Ancients differed fo widely from ours, that 
their ideas, with regard to what was neceffary or ornamental in a dwelling 
houfe muft likewife have been extremely different. 

The whole building was of a quadrangular form, (Plate 6) and was divided 
by two large ftreets, leading to the different gates, and croffing each other 
at right angles. 

The principal ftreet which we enter from the North, is 36 feet 3 inches in 
breadth : its length, from the infide of the gate to the place where it interfeas 
the ftreet which runs from Eaft to Weft, is 238 feet £ inches j the breadth 
of the other ftreet is the fame, and it extends 424 feet 6 inches. Both of 
them are bounded on each fide by Arcades of 13 feet wide, many of which 
are ftill entire. The firft of thefe ftreets leads direftly to the Periftylium (A), 
which was the name the Ancients gave to the area or court before their villas. 

From the Periftylium we afcend by a flight of fteps into the Porticus (B), 
which is of the Corinthian Order. From this there were doors to two winding 
ftairs, which led to the ground ftory, in order that the flaves might have accef s 
thither, without paffing through any of the apartments. 


I 


\ 
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(1) Plinius Junior, L. 2. Ep, 17 -, & L. 5. Ep. 6. 


(2) Vitruviu9, L. 6. 
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From the Porticus we enter the Veftibulum (C) which was commonly of a 
circular form (i) ; and in this Palace it feems to have been lighted from the 
roof. It was a facred place, confecrated to the Gods, particularly to Vefta (2), 
(from whom it derived its name) to the Penates and Lares, and was adorned 
with niches and ftatues. Next to the Veftibulum is the Atrium (D), a fpacious 
apartment, which the Ancients confidered as eflential to every great houfe. As 
the Veftibulum was facred to the Gods, the Atrium was confecrated to their 
Anceftors, and adorned with their images, their arms, their trophies, and 
other enfigns of their military and civil honours (3). By this manner of 
diftributing thefe apartments, the Ancients feem to have had it in view to 
exprefs, firft of all reverence for the Gods, who had the infpe&ion of domeftic 
life j and in the next place, to teftify their refpedt for thofe Anceftors to whofe 
virtues they were indebted for their grandeur. On each fide of the door into 
the Atrium, lie two fmall rooms, one of which may have been the Cella 
Oftiarii (E), or Porter's Lodge, which Vitruvius tells us was common in houfes 
of the Greeks, and was placed on one fide of that paflage by them called 
Thyrorion : the other was probably what the Ancients named a Tablinum (F), 
which Pliny mentions as a repofitory for the archives and records of the family, 
containing the hiftory of the illuftrious aftions of their anceftors. 


(1) Leo. Bap. Alberti, L. 9. C. 3. 


• 
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(2) At Focus a flammis, et quod fovet omnia dictus 
Qui tamen in primis aedibus ante fuit. 
Hinc quoque Veftibulum dici reor, Inde precando 
Dicimus, O Vefta qua? loca prima tenes. 

Ovid. L. 6. Faftor. 

(3) Apud majores[in Atriis, Imagines hae erant quae fpectarentur ; non figna externorum artificium nee aera nee 
marmora. Plinius Senior, L. 35. C. 2. And a little lower he adds : Aliae foris et circa limina Animorum ingentium 
imagines erant 5 affixis Gentium fpoliis, quae nee Emptori refringere licerct -, triumphabantque etiam dominis mutatis 
ipfse domus : et erat haec ftimulatio ingens, exprobrantibus teftis, quotidie imbellem dominum entrare in alienam 
triumphum. 


The Poets often allude to this cuftom : 


— — Spolia ilia tuis pendentia tectis. 

Nee te decipiant veteris quinque Atria Caerae 
Tollc tuos tecum, pauper Amator Avos. 


Virg. iEneid. L.4. 


Ovid. L. i. Amor. Elig. 8. 
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From the Atrium we proceed to the Crypto Porticus (G), a place of vaft 
extent, intended for walking, and other exercifes, which the Ancients reckoned 
of fuch importance, that the fecuring proper conveniencies for them, was a 
chief object in all their buildings. This Crypto Porticus, like our modern 
galleries, was probably adorned with ftatues, pictures, and bas reliefs ; and in 
this Palace ferves likewife for giving accefs to feveral apartments, without pafling 
through the rooms of parade, which were alfo defended by it from the exceffive 
heat of the fouth fun ; a circumftance of fo much confequence in hot climates, 
that we often find Vitruvius and Pliny attending to it with particular care. 

If from the center of the Crypto Porticus, we look back to thofe parts of 
the Palace which we have already paffed through, we may obferve a ftriking 
inftance of that gradation from lefs to greater, of which fome connoiffeurs are 
fo fond, and which they diftinguifh by the name of a Climax in Architecture. 
The Veftibulum is larger and more lofty than the Porticus. The Atrium 
much exceeds the grandeur of the Veftibulum j and the Crypto Porticus may 
well be the laft ftep in fuch a Climax, fmce it extended no lefs than 517 feet. 
We may likewife obferve a remarkable diverfity of form, as well as of di- 
menfions, in thefe apartments, which we have already viewed, and the fame thing 
is confpicuous in the other parts of the Palace. This was a circumftance 
to which the Ancients were extremely attentive, and it feems to have had an 
happy effecl:, as it introduced into their buildings a variety, which, if it doth 
not conftitute Beauty, at leaft greatly heightens it. Whereas Modem 
Architects, by paying too little regard to the example of the Ancients in 
this point, are apt to fatigue us with a dull fucceffion of fimilar apartments. 

Next to the Alse of the Atrium (H) are two paffages (I), which by the 
Romans were called Andrones, and by the Greeks Mefauke, from their 
fituation between halls. There is accefs from them to feveral great rooms ; 
they were lighted from the roof, and feem to have been contrived in order to 
prevent the noife of the Atrienfes, or Slaves in waiting in the Atrium, from 
reaching the adjacent apartments ; and for that reafon thefe apartments have 
not their entry immediately from the Atrium. 
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The firft of thefe grand rooms is the Bafilica (K), which Vitruvius mentions 
as common in all great homes, and directs that it mould be fpacious and 
magnificent in proportion to the dignity of the proprietor. Dioclesian^s 
Arduts& has been careful to obferve this precept ; the Bafilica here being fuch 
as fuited die magnificence of an Emperor. This apartment was allotted for 
dramatic performances, recitals, mufic, and fuch like entertainments, and was 
lighted from the roof. On the other fide of the Atrium, and correfponding 
to the Bafilica, is the Egyptian Hall (L), which, according to Vitruvius, was 
nearly of the fame form with the Bafilica, and feems to have been lighted 
much in the fame manner. 

Adjoining to this is the Corinthian Hall (M), with regard to which the 
Architea has obferved a rule of Vitruvius, by making the length of the 
room twice its breadth ; and it is highly probable that he has likewife followed 
his direction, to light it from the North over the roofs of the Exedrje and 
Tetraftyle Halls, in the fame manner as we find it often pra&ifed in the Baths 
at Rome. 

Correfponding to the Corinthian Hall, and oppofite to it, is the Cyzicene 
Hall (N), which in every particular refembles the former. Thefe three halls, 
together with the Tetraftyles, or rooms of four columns (O), Vitruvius calls 
by the common name of Oeci. They were apartments for eating, and were 
generally of fuch a fize, as to hold two Triclinia, or tables, with three 
beds each. 

As the Oeci were employed in the fame manner with our modern dining 
rooms, the Exedra (P) ferved for the fame ufes with our withdrawing rooms. 
They were intended chiefly for converfation. Cicero calls them Cellas ad 
Colloquendum: They were placed near to the eating rooms, and are here 
lighted from the North. 

Next to thefe we find the different apartments deftined for bathing ; a 
practice which the Ancients confidered as effential to health ; and with regard 
to all the apparatus neceffary for that purpofe, they difplayed not only great 

elegance, 
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elegance, but the utmofl: luxury. Here we firft enter an Apodyterium (QJ, 
which was a room for undreffing, and fometimes contained a Callida Pifcina, 
or Lukewarm Bath (R), fo large as to allow of fwimming about in it Next 
to this is the Cella Frigidaria (S), in which there was a Babtifterium, or Cold 
Bath. Adjoining to this is the Un&uarium (T), or Repofitory for Unguents, 
with which the Ancients anointed themfelves before their exercifes. From this 
we go into the Cella Tepedaria, (U), or Cella Media, fo named from its middle 
degree of heat, and becaufe it was a neceflary preparation for the Laconicum, 
or Cella Caldaria (V), which was a bagnio for fweating in. All thefe different 
rooms in the Bathing Apartment were lighted from the roof. 


w ^1 




On the other Side of the Cella Media was a Spherifterium (W), a room 
allotted for the different exercifes of the ball : this too muft have been lighted 
from the roof. On the other fide was the Emperor's Cubiculum Dormitorium, 
or Bed Chamber (X), which lay extremely convenient for the Bathing 
Apartment, and feems to have been particularly contrived for excluding light 
and noife- Pliny mentions an invention of the fame kind in a bed chamber at 
his villa of Laurentinum, 

Adjoining to it, and towards the Crypto Porticus, was what I take to have 
been a private Cxnatfc (Y), or Supping Room. This enjoyed the benefit of 
the fetting fun, which for winter eating rooms Vitruvius recommends as 
requifite. On the other fide of the Cubiculum Dormitorium lie three rooms, 
two of which, upon the authority of Pliny, I name Procaines, or Anti- 
chambers (Z), and the other Cella Liberti (a), or Freedmans Room. 


/ 


Beyond the exterior Procatori, and adjoining to the Arcade, are a number 
of vaults, which were probably employed as Cella; Servorum (b), or Cells for 
the Slaves j though originally, and during the time that Dioclesian held 
the empire, they might be ufed for lodging the Pretorian Soldiers. 

In thofe Cella; which lie next to the walls of the Bathing Apartments, were 
the Hypocaufton (c); the Propnygeon (d) ; the Milliarium (e) 5 and Cella; 

G Lignariae ; 
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Lignarise (f ) ; which were the names that the Ancients gave to the places and 
machinery employed for heating their baths, and other apartments. 
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For it is obfervable, that during all my refearches among the ruins of this 
fabrick, I could not perceive the fmalleft veftige of a fire place, though ■ 
this was acircumftance to which I attended with particular care (i). Fire places 
however the Ancients undoubtedly had, as Vitruvius mentions them, and diredts 
the cornices of thofe rooms in which they were ufed, to be purae or unenriched, 
that the dirtinefs contracted by the fmoke might be the more eafily wiped off. 
There are many paffages in the Roman authors (2) which prove that they ufed 
chimnies in their different apartments} and Palladio (3) and Barbaro aflure us that, 
in their time, there were ftill to be feen the remains of fire places, with vents 
for carrying off the fmoke, in three different parts of Italy: but at the fame 
time it is no lefs evident, that the moft common method of warming their 
rooms, efpecially in the houfes of perfonc of diftinftion, was by conveying 
hot air to them through pipes fixed in the walls (4). In Pliny's defcription of 
his fummer villa at Tufcum, he mentions a large Cubiculum, which in hot 
weather was fufficiently warmed by the fun, and when the weather was cloudy, 
it received a fupply of warm air from the Hypocaufton : And in his letter 
concerning his winter villa at Laurentinum, he exprefsly takes notice of his 
bedchamber being warmed by hot air, which, without doubt, was alfo conveyed 
from the Hypocaufton. In the days of Vitruvius, chimnies feem to have 

(1) In one of the higheft walls of that building marked K, which I call the Gynecum, or apartments for matrons 
and young women, I difcovered a chimney, which atfirft fight I took to be Ancient; but upon a nearer infpetfion, 
I found the conftruftion to be undoubtedly of a later date, with a modern flue formed in the ancient wall. 

(2) DhTolve frigus Ligna fuper foco 

Large reponens. Hor. L. i. Carmen 9. 

Nifi nos Vecina Trivici 
Villa recipiflet, Lacrimofo non fine fumo ; 
Udos cum foliis ramos urente Camino. Hor. L. i. Sat. 5. 

(3) Palladio, L. 1. C 27. Barbaro's Comment on his Italian Tranflation of Vit. L. 6. C. 10. 

(4) Seneca tells us, Epift. 90. Per imprcffos Parietibus Tubos per quos circumfundiretur Calor, qui ima fimul et 

fumma feriret equaliter. 
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been more common, but it is probable that as the paflion for pomp, and the 
love of expence in building increafed, the ufe of funnels in conveying and 
diftributing hot air, might be gradually introduced, and the Romans might 
come to prefer this method, which had all the advantages of fire, without 
being fubjedr. to any of its inconveniencies. The ufe of hot baths, which 
became more frequent after the age of Vitruvius, contributed not a little to 
fpread the fafhion of warming the different apartments by means of flues. 

The Baths, the Dormitorium, the Spheriftorium, and other apartments 
which I have juft now defcribed, lie all in the weft end of the Palace. There 
are not now any remains of the eaftern part of the Imperial apartments beyond 
the Egyptian and Corinthian Halls. But as there is an exaft uniformity 
in thofe rooms on each fide of the Atrium, fo far as they remain, I thought 
it moft eligible not to indulge my fancy in forming any new conje&ure, but 
fimply to repeat the fame diftribution on this as on the other fide ; elpecially 
as a feparate bathing apartment for the women feems neceflary to compleat the 
conveniency and elegance of this building. 

The Pinacotheca, or room for Pictures, and the Bibliotheca, or Library, 
are apartments which Vitruvius mentions as common in all the great houfes 
of the Romans : It would therefore furprife the reader, fhould he find no fuch 
rooms in the palace of an Emperor, who was fo remarkable for his love of the 
Fine Arts. But if we confider that noble Porticus or Gallery, which ftretches 
along three fides of this building above the Cell® Servorum and Arcades, 
extending no lefs than 1212 feet in length, and 31 feet in breadth, it is 
evident that fufficient fpace was left for apartments confecrated to thofe elegant 
Arts, of which Dioclesian was fo great an admirer. 



/ 




Towards the Eaft (as we learn from Vitruvius) was the proper fituation for 
the Bibliotheca ; towards the North was the expofure moft approved of for 
Pictures; and the Weft fide may have been referved for an Horreum, a room 
which Pliny mentions as a repofitory for ftatues, bas reliefs, and other curious 
productions of art. This gallery was divided by the three gates to the palace, 
and by the ftairs on each fide of them ; but I found the communication had 
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been preferved by paffages formed in the thicknefs of the wall? over the gates, 
as may be feen by the general feaions. 

I come now to the Temples, which are placed in two areas adjoining to the 
palace, and are feen on each fide of the Periftylium, through us rows of 
Lnite columns. Such attention to the honor and worfhip of the Gods, * 
Lable to the charter which is given of Dioclesian by anaent 

authors. 

• 
The fquare Temple (g), which was fituated in the weft of the Periftylium 
was dedicated to iEfculapius (i). If we defcribe it according to the terms of 
ancient Architeaure, it was Proftylos, Tetraftylos, and its intercolumnations 
were fomething more than Syftylos, that is to fay, the Columns are all on one 
principal front, there are four of them on that front, and the intercolum- 
Lions are about two and a fifth diameters. The afcent to it was by a 
ftair of fifteen fteps, an uneven number being generally ufed m the Temples 
of the Ancients, that beginning to move with the right foot, they might of 
courfe place it firft upon the uppermoft ftep, in order to enter the Temple, 
a form which they accounted refpeclful in approaching a Deity (2). This 
Temple, like many other of the ancient ones, received no light but by the 
door Beneath it are vaults of great ftrength ; its roof is an arch adorned 
with funk pannels of beautiful workmanlhip, and its walls are of a remark- 
able thicknefs. The Ancients were extremely folicitous to render their religious 
edifices as durable as poffible, and the effeas of this attention are now vifible. 
This Temple ftill remains almoft entire, and is at prefent employed by the 
Spalatrines as a Baptiftery. 




r ,,) Prfrus Nicolinus, whofe Manufcript is frequently cited by Farlatus, tells ».: Tertium quoddam fanum 
BaulL eregioneobjacetaboccidente, quondam /Efculapio facrum, Sacelli forma quadrata eft, uno forn.ce Lap.deo 
obtegetur mira Arte 0*1* &c J-S. Tom. x. p. 489- The hiftory of Salona by Archidiocanus, is alfo cited by 
Farlatus to the fame purpofe. 


(2) Vittuvius, L. 3. C. 3. Alberti, L. 1. C. 13. 
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On the other Side of the Periftylium ftands the Oaagonal Temple (h), 
dedicated to Jupiter (i), who was worfhipped by Dioclesian with peculiar 
veneration, and in honor of whom he aflumed the firname of Jovius. This 
Temple is of that kind, which Vitruvius calls Perypteros, i. e. furrounded 
with one row of columns, having an intercolumnation or fpace between them 
and the wall. Its intercolumnations are more than Areoftyles, i. e. upwards 
of four diameters. It is lighted by an arched window over the door, and is 
vaulted beneath like that of ^fculapius. The dome over it is of bricks 
conftru&ed in a very fingular and ingenious manner, which, together with 
its walls, are of fuch folidity as to have refilled, almoft unhurt, the injuries 
of fo many ages j and I have even obferved feveral of the tyles upon the roof 
ftill diftinaiy impreffed with the Roman ftamp, S. P. Q^R. It is at prefent 
the Cathedral Church of Spalatro, and is confecrated to the Virgin Mary, and 
St. Domnius. 

This Temple is fituated nearer to the Periftylium than the other j the reafon 
of which feems to have been in order to gain fpace behind it for a Sacellum (i), 
where facrifices might be offered on an altar looking towards the Eaft, which, 
according to Vitruvius, was a circumftance not to be difpenfed with. 

The common opinion at Spalatro, which has been received without exami- 
nation by feveral travellers, is, that there were four Temples within the 
precindb of the Palace. That apartment which for many reafons I have con- 
fidered as the Veftibulum of the Palace, has hitherto been taken for one of 
thefe Temples. Of the fourth no veflige whatever is to be found, though I 
fearched for it with great care. Were the controverfy of much importance, it 
might eafily be fhewn, that there is no good authority for fuppofing there were 
formerly four Temples ; but that in all probability none ever belonged to this 
Palace but the two which now remain. 


•% 


(i) From Farlatus we have thefe words of Petrus Nicolinus, relating to this Temple : Quod autem fcripfit platina, 
id olim Cibelis fanum fuuTe, longe abeft a Veritate, nemini quippe dubium effe poteft, quin vetus et profana 
fuperftitio illud Jovi dedicaverit. Jovis fimulachrum quod inibi collebatur adhuc extat, Vifiturque in Mufeo gentis 
CaDellae, inter Patricias Venetorum familias Antiquae et Confpicua?. J. S. Tom. i. p. 489. 
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In- the defcription of this edifice, no mention has been made of a Culina, 
-or kitchen of the Cellariae, Apothecas, and other offices which muft neceffarily 
have belonged to fuch a building. Thefe, without doubt, were in proportion 
to the other parts of fo great a work, and muft have been placed in the half 
funk or vaulted ftory. Part of thefe vaults now remain entire, and at 
prefent are ufed by the merchants for warehoufes. They lie all along that fide 
of the Palace next to the fea, and under the Crypto Porticus. There is alfo 
another vault which runs from South to North, under the Atrium, Veftibu- 
luro, and Porticus, which appears to have been a common entry to all the 
under-ground offices. Thefe have been partly deftroyed, and partly filled up; 
infomuch that without great labor and expence in digging, it was not poffible 
exactly to difcover their difpofition, or to form any plaufible conjeaure con- 
cerning their different ufes. I attempted, however, at different times, to dig 
in various quarters of the Palace, and very probably might have made fome 
nfeful difcoveries, had not the repeated alarms and complaints of the inhabi- 
tants prevailed upon the Governor to fend me the moft pofitive orders to defift. 
I was therefore obliged, though with regret, to obey, and haftened to finifh 
what remained uncompleated above ground, left frefti fufpicions mould have 
prevented me from proceeding with that more effential part of my work. 

All the buildings which we have hitherto furveyed, lie on the South fide of 
that ftreet which runs from the Eaft to the Weft Gate. On the North of 
that ftreet were fituated two buildings (k) and (1), not much inferior in extent, 
nor probably in magnificence, to thofe we have already defcribed : but by the 
injuries of time, and the depredations of the Spalatrines, thefe ftruaures are 
reduced to a very ruinous condition ; and though fome walls ftill remain, which 
fix the form and dimenfions of a few apartments, and fhow that they con- 
fifted of two ftories, yet we have little to guide us in judging with regard to 
the arrangement and difpofition of the whole. I have ventured, however, to 
form a plan of thefe buildings, by obferving as carefully as poffible fuch traces 
of the ancient divifions as are ftill vifible. This I lay before the reader, who 
muft reft fatisfied with conjeaure, where certainty cannot be attained. I 
fuppofe one of thefe buildings (k) to have been a Gynsceum, or an apartment 

allotted 
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allotted by the Ancients for the matrons and young women, and the other (1) 
I call the Aulicorum JEdes, or apartments for the different attendants on a 
court. The Jefuit Farlatus mentions fuch apartments as conftituting part of 
this Palace; as alio a Domus Uxoris (i), or apartment for the Emprefc; 
which laft I have already placed in the eaft end of the Palace, correfpondiqg 
to that of the Emperor. 

The Towers are the only part of the Palace of which we have not taken a 
view. There are fixteen in all round this building, one on each angle, and 
four on each fide, except on that towards the Adriatic. Thefe Towers feem 
to have been intended for ornament, rather than for defence ; it being lmpof- 
fible that a ftruaure of this kind could ever be defigned for a place of 
ftrength. We learn from Pliny, that towers were no uncommon ornament 
even in the villas of private perfons. There were two of them in his villa at 
Laurentinum; and in them he places not only fleeping apartments, but a 
Csnatio, and Triclinium, a Horreum, and Apotheca. Here they might have 
been employed partly for the fame, or perhaps for feveral other purpofes. 

Joannes Tomcus Marnovitius, an author whofe words are produced by Far- 
latus (a), affures us,- that in one of thefe Towers towards the South, was the 
burial-place of Dioclesi an, and that about two centuries ago, the body of the 
Emperor had been difcovered there. He is even fo minute as to defcribe the 
Porphyry Sarcophagus in which his remains were contained. If we may credit 
this authority, it appears that Dioclesian chofe to have his afhes depofited 
in the fame favorite fpot where he fixed his refidence during the latter part of 
his life. 

(I ) Hicfu* Aulicis*de,, et domus Uxori , et MtfronU pacllifque faun, conclave, five Gynaceum. Illyricum 
Sacrum, Tom. 2. p. 397. 

(a) Illyricum Sacrum, Tom. a. p. 414* 
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EXPLANATION 


OF THE 


P L A T E S. 


WITH 


Architecture. 




Throughnot this Work, all the Geometrical P tAN8) Elevates, and Sections, are figured 

in Englifh Feet and Inches. 

The Detail of the particular Orders and other Parts of the Buildings, are figured in Modules 
and Minutes ; with a Scale of Feet and Inches annexed to each Plate. 
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RONTISPIECE. 


A T E I. 


PLATE II. 

General Plan of the Town and Fortifications of Spalatro, (hewing the Situation 
of the Ancient Palace of the Emperor Dioclesi an; alfo the great Bay 
and Harbour, the Lazaretto ; the Mountain Margliano, the Fort of Grippe, 
the Suburbs, and the adjacent Grounds, 


A. The Great Bay. 

B. The Harbour. 

C. Different Courts of the Lazaretto, in which the Peo- 

ple trading from Turky perform Quarantine, and 
where the Goods are purified. 

D. The Palace of Dioclesian, which is fhaded darker 

than the Modern Buildings. 


E. The Piazza, or Market Place of the prefent Town ; 

the Houfes of which are reprefented by (ingle 
Lines, both within and without the Palace. 

F. Fortifications round the Town, built during the War 

of Candia. 

G. The Fort of Grippe. 

H. The Suburb called the Borga Luciaz. 

I. The 


I 
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I. The Suburb called the Borga Manus. 
K. The Suburb called the Borga diPozzoBon, orDobri. 
L. The Suburb called the Borga Grande. 
M. The Mountain Margliano, upon the Summit of 
which the Jews have their Burying Ground. 


N. A ruinous Fortification called Forte Botecelle; 

N. B. At the Top of this Plate are introduced 
fome Parts of the Ancient Buildings of the 
Palace in Perfpective. 


PLATE 


hi. 




View of the Town of Spalatro from the Eaft. 


A. The Temple of Jupiter, now the Cathedral Church. 

B. A Modern Spire, built upon the Landing of the 

Stairs to the Temple of Jupiter, moftly compofed 
of Fragments of Marble brought from Salona, 
and of Columns of Granite and other Materials, 
taken from the Palace. It now ferves as a Stee- 
ple to the Cathedral Church. 

C C. Ancient Walls of the Palace.' 

DDD. Modern Fortifications. 

E E. The Bay of Salona, which runs up into the 
Country three Miles, behind the Mountain Mar-j 
gliano. 

F. Lazaretto. 


G. The Harbour. 

H. Point of Land which forms the Weft Side of the 
Great Bay of Spalatro. 

I. The Mountain Margliana. 

KKKK. Iflands in the Adriatic belonging to the Ve- 
netians. 

L. The Ifthmus of Trau, anciently Tragurium, three 
Leagues from Spalatro 5 from which Place the 
Stones were brought to build the Walls of Dio- 
clesian's Palace. Thefe Quarries ftill remain 
open, and in them the People of Trau find 
Stones of the fame Quality with thofe of which 
many Parts of the Palace are conftru&ed. 



< 



PLATE IV. 

View of the Town of Spalatro from the South Weft. 


A. Temple of Jupiten 

B. Steeple of the Cathedral Church. 

C. A Tower, formerly ufed as a Powder Magazine. 
DDD. Modem Fortifications. 

E. Wall of the Crypto Porticus, or Front of the Palace 
towards the Sea. 


FF. Ancient Towers at each End of the Crypto Por- 
ticus. 
G. The Lazaretto. 
H. The Harbour. 
1 1. Mills for making of Oil. 
K. Part of a Monaftery. 


PLATE V. 

General Plan of the Palace as it now remains. 


Although in this Plate the Parts (haded with a dark Co- 
lour are what alone appear now above Ground, 
yet I have ventured to call this a Plan of the Pa- 
lace as it remains 5 the Parts fupplied in a lighter 
Coltur being traced with the greatefl Certainty, 


either from the Foundations, or formed by joining 
the Lines of the correfponding Walls. 

A. The North or principal Gate, called ftill by its 

ancient Name, Porta Aurea. 

B. The Street leading to the Emperor's Apartments. 

C. The 
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C The Weft Gate, called Porta Ferrea; 

D. The Eaft Gate, called Porta jEnea; 

E. Street running from the Eaft to the Weft Gate. 

F. The Piazza, or Court of the Palace. 

G. The Temple of Jupiter, now the Cathedral Church; 

confecrated to the Virgin Mary and St. Domnius. 
H. The Temples of ^Efculapius, now the Baptiftery; 

confecrated to St. John the Baptift. 
I. TheVeftibuleofthe Palace. 
K. Other Apartments of the Palace. 
L. Bathing Apartments, &c. 
M. Square and Oftagon Towers. 
N. Gallery to the South, or Crypto Porticus. 


P. Vaulted Cells round the exterior Walls of the ?t- 
lace; 

P. A detached Building much ruined. 

Qi_ Another detached Building. 

R. Streets of Communication within the Palace; 

S. Covered Arcades on each Side of the principal Streets. 5 

T. Open Courts. 
N. Bi As the Explanation of Plate VI. defcribes 
very fully the Names and Ufes of the different 
Apartments of the Palace, to avoid Repetition, 
I have here referred by Letters only to the prin- 
cipal Parts of this Plan. 


PLATE VI. 

General Plan of the Palace reftored. 


The Defcription of the general Plan, explaining the 
Manner of difpofing the Apartments in the Houfcs 
of the Ancients, refers to this Plate. 

A. Periftylium, or Fore Court. 

B. Porticus or Portico. 

C. Veftibulum, or Veftibule. 

D. Atrium, or Great Hall. 

E. Cella Oftiarii, or Porters Lodge. 

F. Tablinum, or Repofitory for Records. 

G. Crypto Porticus, or Gallery for Exercifes and Walk- 

ing. 

HH. Alae Atrii, or Wings of the Hall. 

II. Andrones, aut Mefaula?, or Paflages of Commu- 
nication, and for preventing Noife. 

K. Bafilica, or Room for Theatrical and Mufical En- 
tertainments. 

L. OEcos, aut triclinium, Egyptium, or Egyptian 
Hall. 

M. OEcos, aut Triclinium Corinthium, or Corinthian 
Hall. 

N. OEcos, aut Triclinium Cyzicenum, or Cyzicene 
Hall. 

O. OEci, aut Triclinia Tetraftyla, or Rooms of four 
Columns. 

P. Exedrae, or Rooms for Converfation. 

Q^ Apodyterium, or a Dreffing and Undrefling Room." 

R. Calida Pifcina, or Lukewarm Bath. 

S. Cella Frigidaria cum Baptifterio, or Room containing 
a Cold Bath. 

T. Unctuarium, or Repofitory for Unguents. 

M 


U. Cella Tepidaria, feu Cella Media, or Room of mo- 

derate Heat. 
V. Laconicum feu Cella Caldaria, or a Sweating Room 

or Bagnio. 
W. Sphcrifterium feu Coriceum, or Room for Exercifc 

of the Ball, &c. ^_ 

X. Cubiculum Dormitorium Diocletiani, or Dia- 

clesian's Bed-Chamber. 
Y. Cenatio, or Supping Room. 
R. Procaetones, or Anti-Chambers. 

a. Cella Liberti, or Freedmans Room. 

b. Cella Servorum, or Slaves Rooms. 

c. Hypocaufton, or Furnace. 

d. Propnygeon aut Praefurnium, or Room before the 

Furnace. 

e. Milliarium, or Spiral Pipe of Copper for heating Wa- 

ter for the Hot Bath. 

f. Cella Lignariae, or Vaults for Wood. 

g. Templum JEcuhpn, or Temple of JEcuhpus. 
h. Templum Jovis, or Temple of Jupiter. 

i. Sacellum et Ara, or Chapel and Altar. 

k. Gynecium eft Textrinum, feu Conclave, or Apar t- 
ments for Matrons and Young Women. 

1. Aulicorum JEdes, or Apartments for Courtiers. 

m. Porta Aurea, or Golden Gate. 

n. Porta Ferrea, or Iron Gate. 

o. Porta .ffinea, or Brazen Gate. 

N. B. I have explained this Plate not only by the 
Terms ufed amongft the Ancients, but likewife 
by a Tranflation, fuch as they would admit of. 
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PLATE VII. 


View of the Crypto Porticus, or Front towards the Harbour. 


A- Ancient Wall of the Palace. 

B. Modern Wall built upon the Ancient Arcade j 

many of the Arches are likewife filled up with 

Modern Work. 


C. Modern Houfes built againft the Wall of the Palace; 

D. Part of the Harbour. 

E. Part of the Town of Spalatroi 


PLATE 


VIII. 


i 




Geometrical Elevation of the Crypto Porticus, or South Wall of the Palace; 
and the Elevation of the fame Wall as it now remains. 


In this Plate I have given the Ancient Wall of the 
Crypto Porticus in its prefent State, to mew my 
Authority for the Reftored Elevation. The 
Center Part over the Door into the vaulted 
Story, is now entirely deftroyed ; which I have 
fupplied, by following the Style of the two End 
Windows next the Towers, and from the Por- 
ticus to the Veftibulum (Vide Plate XXI.) In 
Imitation of which 1 have put a Triangular Pe- 


diment, as I think it extremely probable the Ar- 
chitect to this Palace would chufe to diftinguifh 
the Center of fo long a Building, and the Va- 
cuity anfwers precifely to this Decoration. 
The Whole of the Arcade and Bafement Story of 
this Front are built of the beautiful Free-ftone 
from Tragurium, which appears little inferior to 
Marble. The Columns of the two End Win- 
dows are of Granite. 
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PLATE IX. 


Elevation and Profile of one Arch of the Crypto Porticus. 


A. Elevation of the Arch. 

B. Profile of the fame. 

The Columns which divide the Arches, project 
one Half of their Diameter, and are of an un- 
common Kind; they approach moft to the 
Doric, both in their Mouldings and Proportions, 
being exactly eight Diameters of the Column 
in Height. No Signs remain of there hav- 
ing been any Enrichments upon the Vafe of the 


Capitals, which, from the Fillet of the Cavetto 
at Top, to the Collorino, is one Diameter 
of the Column. The String at the Bottom, 
which breaks like a Confole under each Column, 
runs all along from Tower to Tower. The 
Dentil Cornice, with two plain Fafcias under it, 
feems to have been kept fimple, to correfpond 
with the general State of the Order ; and the 
Whole is far from having a bad Effect. 


$) 
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P L A T E X. 

Geometrical Elevation of the Porta -ffinea, or Eaft Wall of the Palace. 

A. Porta /Enea. C. Square Towers of the Palace. 

6 B. O&agon Towers on each Side of the Gate; 

Elevation of the fame as it now remains. 


■ \\ 
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D. Modern Building, where the Ancient Wall is de- 

stroyed. 

E. Square Tower, which had heen greatly decayed, 

and afterwards repaired in this Form. 
Although but little of the Ancient Porta ^Enea re- 
mains, by which I could form a proper Conjee- 


PLATE 


ture of its ancient State, yet I was enabled to make 
out the Whole from the Remains of the Porta 
Ferrea on the Weft Side of the Palace (fee Plate 
XVII.) which is almoft perfectly entire, and 
fcems to be precifely fimilar to this Gate in thofe 
Parts that ftill remain* 

XI. 


) 




Geometrical Elevation of the Porta Aurea, or North Wall of the Palace. 
Elevation of the fame Wall as it now remains. 

PLATE XII. 

View of the Porta Aurea. 
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A. Gate and Arch now built by the Spalatrines. 

B. Granite Colunlns fupported by Confoles, (fee Plates 

XV. and XVI.) 

C. Niches for Statues. 


D. Part of one of the Octagon Towers. 

E. Windows which give Light to a Nunnery, of which 

this Gate now forms one of the Walls. 


PLATE XIIL 


Geometrical Elevation of the Porta Aurea and O&agon Towers. 


A. The principal Gate, divided from a Semicircular 

Opening over it, by a flat Arch of a particular 
Conftruction, which remains perfectly entire. 

B. Octagon Tower on the Eaft Side of the Gate, 

(hewing the Outfide Wall. 

C. Octagon Tower on the Weft Side of the Gate, 

{hewing Part of the Infide Wall, with the Doors 


from the Ground Story and Gallery above, and 
the Truffes for carrying the Timbers of the 
Floor and Roof. 
This Gate is more ornamented than the other 
Gates of the Palace, it being the principal Entry 
to the Emperor's Apartment, and fronting the 
Porticus of the Veftibulum. The lower Niches 
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on «Kfc Side of the Gate as well as the Arch that might induce Dioclesian's Architeft to 

over it, incroach too much upon the fuperior Or^ make this Difpofition, which appears to me 

der, and do not feem to add to the Beauty of much inferior to many other Parts of the Build-; 

the Building, either by their Form or Situation.' ing. 
It is not my Part to enquire into the Reafons 

PLATE XIV. 

Impoft Cornice and Archivolt of the Porta Aurea. 


A. Part of the Impoft Cornice. 

B. Part of the Archivolt. 


C. Confole and Part of the Cill of the Niches of toe 
Porta Aurea. 


f 




PLATE XV. 


Confoles which fupport the Columns of the Porta Aurea. 


A* Fronts of the Confoles. 


B. Profils of the Confoles. 


plate xvi. 

Impoft and Archivolt of the Upper Niches of the Porta Aurea. 


A. Impoft. 

B. Junction of Part of two Archivolts. 


C. One of the Confoles in Pcrfpcaive. 


PLATE XVIL 

View of the Porta Ferrea. 


A. The Porta Ferrea, or Iron Gate; 

B. One of the Ancient Oftagonal Towers; 

C. Guard-Room formed of Antique Columns, and other 

Fragments of Marble taken from the Palace. 


D. Court of Juftice. 

E. The Piazza or Market-Piace of the prefent Town. 


PLATE XVIII. 

General Seaion of the Palace from South to North. 


A. Oaagon Tower of the Porta Aurea. 

B. The Porta Aurea. 

CC. Exterior Wall of the Palace. 


D D. Apartments for Courtiers. 

E. Porta iEnea. 

F. Temple of Jupiter. 




G. Periftylium 


* 
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G. Periftylium, or Fore Court of the Palace. 

H. The Porucus of the Veftibulum. 

I. The Veftibulum. 

K. Part of the Walls of the Emperor's Apartments; 


L. The Crypto Porticus. 

M. Square Tower at one End of the Crypto Porticus. 
NN. Vaulted Story under the Apartments of tha Em- 
peror. 
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PLATE XIX. 


General Se&ion of the Palace from Eaft to Weft. 


A. Octagon Tower of the Porta iEnea. 

B. Porta iEnea. 

C C C. Exterior Wall of the Crypto Porticus. 

D. Infide of the Temple of Jupiter. 

E. Vault under the Temple. 

F F. Remaining Walls of the Exedrae. 
G. Porticus and Veftibulum of the Palace. 
H. Temple of iEfculapius. 


I. Vaults under the Temple. 

K K. Gates to the Streets of Communication within 

the Palace. 
L. Porta Ferrea. 

M. Octagon Tower of the Porta Ferrea. 
N N N N. Paflages in the Walls of the Gateways 

which communicate with the Galleries round 

three Sides of the Palace. 
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PLATE XX. 

View of the Periftylium of the Palace. 


A. Front of the Veftibulum. 

B. Part of the Spire of the Cathedral Church. 

C C. Collonades on each Side of the Periftylium. 

D. Part of the Temple of Jupiter. 

E. Gothic Sepulchre. 

F. Marble Lattice anciendy placed between the Columns 

of the Periftylium, dividing it from the Courts 
of the Temples. 

G G. Two modern Chapels built within the Porticus of 
the Veftibulum. 

H. Sphynx formerly placed within the Temple of Ju- 
piter. 


1 1. Arches of the covered Arcades of the Street from 
the Eaft to the Weft Gate, now converted into 
Shops. 
In the principal Front of Dioclesian's Baths at 
Rome, publifhed from the Drawings of Palla- 
ladio by Lord Burlington, there is an Arcade, 
fupported by Columns, with Archivolts from 
Column to Column, exactly fimilar to thofe of 
the Periftylium of this Palace. As that Part of 
thefe Baths have been deftroyed fince Palladio's 
Time, I am obliged to quote his Authority, 
inftead of appealing to the Original itfelf. 




PLATE XXL 


Elevation of the Portico to the Veftibulum. 


The Corinthian Columns of this Porticus, as well 
as thofe on both Sides of the Periftylium, are of 
Oriental Granite, and the Entablatures and Ca- 
pitals of Statuary Marble. The Arch over the 


o 


two Center Columns of the Porticus is fomewhat 
Angular, though we find almoft a fimilar In- 
ftance in Mr. Wood's Balbec, Plate VII. This 
Form may be liable to Objection, as deviating 

from 
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from the pure Simplicity of the Ancients j yet 
it appears to have been from fomething of this 
Rind that Paltedio, and other ArchiteclB of his 


Time, have adopted the Modern Venetian Win* 
dow, which bears a great Refemblance to thit 
Porticus of Dioclesiah's Palace. 


\ 





PLATE XXII. 

Order of the Portico to the Veftibulum, in the Periftylium. 

PLATE XXIII. 

View of the Infide of the Veftibulum. 


A. Door from the Porticus. 

B. Part of the Arch of the Vaulted Story. 

C. A Modern Building within the Veftibulum. 

The Infide of the Veftibulum was built of Brick, 
and covered over with a hard Cement for re- 
ceiving an Incruftation of Marble, in the fame 
Manner as the Walls of fome of the Apartments 
in the Baths of this Emperor at Rome j and 


alfo of thofe of Caracalla, where there ftili 
remain fome Parts finifiied in that Way. The 
Dome is alfo Arched with Bricks, but fo much 
decayed that it is not now poffible to difcover 
in what Manner it has been adorned. 
The Architraves, Frifes, and Cornices are all of 
White Marble. 


PLATE XXIV. 
Door of the Veftibulum. 

PLATE XXV. 

Part of the Door of the Veftibulum to a larger Scale. 
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PLATE 


XXVI. 


Plan of the Temple of Jupiter. 


A: Circular Niches of the Temple. 

B. Square Niches. 

C. Stairs of the Temple; 


D. Door of the Temple. 

E. Covered Collonade round the Temple. 


PLATE XXVII. 

Side View of the Temple of Jupiter. 

A; Pedeftal which fupports the Columns round the R Columns of Granite as they now remain: 

_ . C C. Part of the Entablature over the Columns 

Temple. • -■• 


D. Wall 
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D. Wall of the Temple. 


E. Firft Story of the Spire built upon the Landing of 
the Stairs, 


i 


PLATE XXVIII. 

View of the Entry to the Temple of Jupiter. 


A. Door of the Temple, (fee Plates XXXI. and XXXII.) 

B. Columns that go round the Outfide of the Temple. 

C. Part of the Entablature and Soffit of the Colonade. 


D. Arch which fupports the Modern Spire. 

E. Gothic Sepulchre. 

F F. Ancient Sarcophagi. 


PLATE 


XXIX. 


Geometrical Elevation of the Temple of Jupiter. 


A. The Stairs. 

B. Door of the Temple. 

C. Arched Window. 

It is extremely probable that the Arched Window 
to this 1 Temple has been opened fince the Time 
of Dioclesian, Light being feldom admitted, 
(except by the-Door) into the Temples of the 
Ancients. The ConftrucTion of the Arch itfelf 
appeared to me more modern than the other 
Parts of the Temple, and feems greatly to 
flrengthen this Conjecture. 
In reftoring this Temple, I have placed a Statue 
over each Column, as I found by the Cramps 
that remain in the Plinth over the Entablature, 
that it had been originally decorated in that Man- 
ner, though now there are none of the Figures 
remaining. The Grandeur of the Collonade, 
which is Areoftylos, is in fome Degree impaired 
by the Double Pedeftal, which goes round the 
Temple; I mould have fufpeded that Neceffity 
had obliged Dioclesian's Architect to ufe this 
Method of adding Height to Columns which the 
Emperor had commiffioned from Greece, or 
perhaps tranfported from Italy. But upon exa- 
mining that Building in Palmyra, Plate XLV. 
which, from the Latin Infcription, is thought to 
be the Work of Dioclesian, I find that the Ar- 
chitect ufes a Double Pedeftal to the Columns there, 
exactly in the fame Manner as in this Temple. 


Nor is it lefs remarkable, that at both Places the 
Frifes over the Doors are often left out ; and in 
fome of the Entablatures the Architraves are fo 
broad, as almoft to equal the Height of both 
Frife and Cornice. Befides thefe Circumftances 
there is fo great a Similarity in fome of the Mem- 
bers and Enrichments of both thefe Buildings, 
that it ferves, in my Opinion, as an additional 
Proof of the Juftice of Mr. Wood's Hypothefis 
in afcribing that Temple to our Emperor. 
Havin* made particular Mention of the Roof of this 
Temple in the Defcription of the General Plan, 
(Page 1 5) I (hall only obferve, that the Form of a 
pointed Roof in Temples of this Kind, is uncom- 
mon in the ancient Buildings of the Romans, as 
the Flat Dome feems to have been their more fa- 
vorite Form : But having found the Roman 
Stamp upon the Tyles that ftill cover it, there 
was no Room left to doubt its Antiquity. 
The Stairs to the Temple feem to me very 
defective, by being fo much confined be- 
tween the large Pedeftals on each Side. Had 
they extended the whole Width of the four Co- 
lumns in Front, it would undoubtedly have add- 
ed greatly to the Magnificence of the Building. 
The Walls and Pedeftal of the Temple are of 
Stone from Tragurium j the Columns of Gra- 
nite; the Capitals and Entablature of White 
Marble. 
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PLATE 


XXX. 


Exterior Order of the Temple of Jupiter. 


PLATE 


XXXI. 


Door of the Temple of Jupiter. 




1 

f 




PLATE 


XXXII. 


Part of the Door of the Temple to a larger Scale. 


The Drefling of this Door, though uncommon; 
has a bold and pleafing Effect. The Ornament 
upon the Swelling Moulding is of very fine 
Workmanfhip. The Modillions in the Cornice 
are not perpendicular over the Trufles, and of- 

PLATE 


fend the Eye greatly. The Angular Modillion, 
which is to be found in many Parts of this Pa- 
lace, as well as in other Buildings of the An- 
cients, feems in this Door to be no additional 
Ornament. 


XXXIII. 


View of the Infide of the Temple of Jupiter. 


A. Door of the Temple. 

B. Window over it. 


C. One of the Circular Niches. 

D. One of the Square Niches. 


PLATE 


XXXIV. 


Geometrical Se&ion of the Temple of Jupiter. 



A. Infide of the Dome, fliewing the Conftrudtion of 

the Brickwork. 

B. Entablature of the Second Order, (fee Plate XXXVI.) 

C. A Frife which goes round the Temple, (fee Plates 

XXXVIII. and XXXIX.) 

D. Entablature of the Firft Order, (fee Plate XXXV.) 
J2. Impoft Cornice of the Niches, (fee Plate XXXVII.) 


F. Door to the Temple. 

G, Arched Window over the Door; 

H. Sedtion through the Portico to the Temple; 
I. Pedeftal and Sedtion of the Stairs to. the Temple. 
K. Sedtion through the Collonade which furrounds the 
Temple. 

The 
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The Shafts of the Columns of the Firft or Corin- 
thian Order within the Temple, are of Oriental 
Graoiteofone Stone. The Capitals and Bafes 
of the Columns, and all the Entablature, are of 
Parian Marble. Behind the Corinthian Capitals 
of the Columns, there are Pilaftcr Capitals, with 
a very fmall Projection, of the fame Marble 
with the Capitals of the Columns : But no Pi- 
lafter is carried down, nor no Bafe fliewn, which, 
however defedive it may have been, makes me 
think that nothing more than the Capitals was 
ever intended. 
The Shafts of the Columns of the fecond Order, 
which is Compofite, are alternately of Verde 
Antique, or Ancient Green Marble, and Por- 


phyry, of one Piece. The Capitals and Enta- 
blature are alio of Parian xMarble. Behind each. 
Column in the Second Order is a Pilafter, which 
projects One Fourth of its Diameter. The Shafts 
ofthefe Pihfters are of the fame Stone as the 
Walls of the Temple, and worked folid with 
the Wall, but the Capitals are of the fame 
Marble with that of the Columns. It is very 
remarkable that this Order had no Bafes, either 
to the Columns or Pilafters, like the Grecian 
Doric; and the Height of the Column and Ca- 
pital does not exceed Seven Diameters, which 
is three Diameters lefs than is allowed to this 
Order in moft of the other Works of the 

Ancients. 
i 


,1 


I 


PLATE XXXV. 
Firft Interior Order of the Temple of Jupiter. 

PLATE XXXVI. 
Second Interior Order of the Temple of Jupiter. 


1 
II 
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PLATE 


xxxvir. 


A. Outfide Entablature at the Top of the Temple of «, i mpoft and ArchlVolt 
Jupiter. 


of the Interior Niches. 


PLATE XXXVIII. 

Bas Relief which forms a Frife in the Infide of the Temple of Jupiter. 

PLATE XXXIX. 

Other Bas Reliefs, being Part of the fame Frife. 


PLATE 


V, 
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PLATE XL. 

Plan of the Temple of iEfculapius. 


A. The Body of the CeUof the Temple. 

B. The Door. 


C. The Portico. 

D. The Stairs, partly funk under Ground; 


PLATE 


XLI. 


View of the Temple of ^fculapius. 


A The Back Wall of the Pediment. 

B." Architrave that went round the Infide of the Portico. 

C. Door of the Temple, (fee Plate XLVI.) 

D. Large Blocks of Stone, forming the Dado of the 

Pedeftal that fupports the Temple. 


E. A Marble Urn the particular Sculptures on which 

are delineated, Plate LI. 

F. Sarcophagus placed by the Door of the Temple. 

G. Modern Buildings. 


• 


A. Part of the Stairs leading to the Temple. 

B. The other Side of the Marble Urn. 


PLATE XLII. 

Another View of the Temple of iEfculapius. 

C. Modern Buildings. 


PLATE 


XLIII. 


Lateral Elevation of the Temple of iEfculapius. 


The Walls of this Temple are built of Freeftone, 
and of very fine Workmanfhip: The Frife is 
very elegant, of which I have given the exaft 
Reprefentation, Plate L. 

The Roof is fini&ed like an Arch on the Outfide, 
a8 well as within , but the Pediment at the Wed 


End of the Temple, which ftill remains entire, 
finilhes in a Triangular Form, which was my 
Authority for finifhing the Eaft End, where the 
Portico was, in the fame Manner, though that 

is now entirely deftroyed, as is Ihewn bythe lP re- 

ceding Views. 


p L A 


T E xliv. 


Seffion of the Temple of iEfculapius. 


! was enabled to fix pretty nearly the Diftance be- 
twixt the Pilafter and Column of the Port.co, 


both in this Seftion and in the laft Plate, by cb= 
feeing the Vacuity left by one of the Plinths of 

the 



*fm 
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the Columns which was removed before 1 went 
to Spalatro. I for this Reafon have marked that 
Column of a darker Colour in the Plan, to (how 
where the Plinth flood, the Center of which 


Space I have made the Center of the G£ 
lumn. 
The Whole of the Infide of this Temple is pe> 
fectly entire, and of very good Workmanfliip. 


PLATE xlv. 

Door of the Temple of iEfculapius. 




PLATE XLVI. 


A. Part of the Door of the Temple to a larger Scale. 1 
If we abftract from the Defed: of the angular Mo^ 
dillions in this Door, fome of the other Parts of 
it are very fine. It may indeed be objected with 
Reafon, that it is too much ornamented for an 
Outfide Door 5 yet we have many Examples in 
Palmyra and Balbec, of Outfide Doors very 


much loaded with Ornament. The particular 
Enrichments of this Door are fo finely executed, 
that they afforded me the higheft Satisfaction, 
and by Means of the projecting Portico, the 
fmalleft Parts have remained unhurt to this Day. 
B. Part of the Sonlt of the Cornice. 


■ 


PLATE XLVII. 


Exterior Order of the Temple of iEfculapius. 


The Pilafter Capital of this Temple, and indeed all 
the Capitals throughout this Palace, are raffled 
more in the Grecian than the Roman Style, 
which I have been very careful to imitate. It 
is more than probable, that Dioclesian, who 
had been fo often in that Country, brought his 


Artificers from Greece to Spalatro, with an In- 
tention to vary the Execution of his Orders of 
Architecture in this Palace, from thofe he had 
executed at his Baths at Rome, which are ex- 
tremely different both in their Formation and 
Execution. 


\ 
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PLATE XLVIII. 


A. Interior Frife and Cornice of the Temple of ^Efcu-? 

lapius. 

B. Soffit of the above Frife and Cornice. 

The Internal Angular Modillion in this Cornice is 


very remarkable : I do not remember to have 
met with any other Inflance of it in the Works 
of the Ancients. 


PLATE XLIX. 
c 

A. Pannels of the Arched Cieling of the Temple of B. Profile of the Mouldings; 

iEfculapiu*. C. Capital and Pilafter in the Angle of the Periftyliumi 
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Exterior Frife of the Temple of iEfculapius. 

P L A T E LI. 

Bas-Relief of an Urn near the Temple of ^fculapius. 

PLATE LII. 

Fragment of the Architrave of a Door to the Crypto Porticus. 

Enriched Mouldings round the O&agon Towers. 


PLATE LIIL 


Fragment of a Bas-Relief at Spalatro. 




It is Pity that this Bas-Relief was fo much de-; 
ftroyedwhen I faw it, as that Part which r*j 


mains, r eprefenting fame Bacchanalian Ceremony, 
is of exquulte Sculpture. 


PLATE LIV. 

Bas-Relief in the Houfe of Count J«remiah, at Spalatro. 

PLATE LV. 

View of a Sphynx, which was anciently in the Temple of Jupiter. 


Ill 


' i 


PLATE 


LVI. 


Another View of the fame Sphynx. 

PLATE LVIL 

Bas-Relief in the Church of St. Felix, at Spalatro. 


PLATE 
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PLATE LVni. 

Bas-Relief, reprefenting a Combat with the Centaurs. 

PLATE LIX. 

Bas-Relief found incrufted in the Spire of the Cathedral Church. 

PLATE LX. 


A. View »f a Sphinx, with Hieroglyphics. 

B. Front View of the feme Sphinx. 


C. Another View of the feme Sphinx. 


PLATE LXI. 


View of the Aquedua which conveyed Water from Salona to the Palace. 


This Aqucdud is vulgarly fuppofed to have been 
a Highway leading from Salona to Spalatro: 
But befides the Remains of the Conduit for 
Water, which is yet obfervable in many Places, 
it is too narrow ever to have ferved for any 
other Purpofe than that of an Aquedua, as it 
is not above Eight Feet wide over the Walls. 
The Nature of the Soil itfelf was fufficient to 
convince me of tke Abfurdity of the common 
Hypothefis, as^the Aquedua is built either on a 
hard Rock, or firm Gravel, which rendered any 


artificial Highway entirely ufclefs between Sa- 
lona and the Palace. 
f Vifcher, in his Architeaure Hiftorique, mentions 
this Aquedua as conveying Water from the 
River Jader, which has its Source in the Moun- 
tains two Miles above Salona. In this I think 
he is right > but cannot agree with his Suppo- 
fition of there having been a High Road over it ; 
which he feems to have borrowed without Exa- 
mination, from the common Tradition preva- 
lent among the Spalatrines. 


• l/Architeaure Hiftorique, L. 2. Tab. 10 and 11. 
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